Species description

Silene bayburtensis
pedicellis tenuibus ca. 2 mm (non 2-18 mm); petalis lobis profunde (non emarginatis); anthophoriis 2.4-3.1 mm (non 1-2 mm); capsulis calycibus exsertis (non insertis) differt.
Description: Caespitose perennial, with many sterile shoots at the base. Flowering stems 10-30 cm tall, erect, usually simple, slender, 2-4-noded, retrorsely puberulous below, puberulous and viscid above. Basal leaves linear-oblanceolate to spathulate, 14-32 × 1.5-4.5 mm, apex acute, base attenuate into short petiole, both surfaces puberulous, margin ciliate at the base, 1-veined or venation obscure. Cauline leaves similar, but gradually smaller than basal leaves, linear-oblong to linear-lanceolate, few and remote, sessile, sometimes with sterile axillary branches. Inflorescence usually strict compound dichasia to subcapitate, 3-15-flowered, puberulous and viscid. Bracts linear-lanceolate, sparsely to densely puberulous, margin membranaceus and ciliate especially at the base. Peduncles 2-23 mm long, puberulous and viscid. Bracteoles similar, but lanceolate-ovate and gradually smaller than bracts. Pedicels up to 2 mm, puberulous. Calyx 10-nerved, 6-9 mm long, cylindrical-campanulate to campanulateclavate, whitish-purple, sparsely to densely puberulous; teeth broadly ovate to triangular, ca. 2 × 2 mm, obtuse to ± acute, with broadly membranaceous and densely ciliate margin. Anthophore 2.4-3.1 mm long, glabrous. Petal purplish-pink, 10-12 mm long; limb broadly obovate, 3.5-4.5 mm long, distinctly divided to ca. 2/5; lobes broadly oblong, ca. 2 × 2 mm; claw elliptic-oblong, slightly exserted beyond calyx, 6-7 × 1.5-1.8 mm, pilose, not auricled; coronal scales 2, oblong, 0.5-0.7 mm long, rounded at tip. Stamens and styles slightly exserted from the calyx; filaments usually glabrous or sometimes sparsely pilose. Styles 3.5-7 mm long. Capsules narrowly ovate, 5-7 × 2.5-3.5 mm, exserted from the calyx. Seeds brownish, usually orbicular-reniform or rarely oblong, 1.1-1.6 mm long, flattened, rugulose.
Fl. & Fr. 6-7, rocky slopes on calcareous steppe, 1700-1750 m. 
Conservation status:
The species is currently known from 2 populations. The distance between these 2 populations is approximately 5 km and each of them occupies an area of maximum 10 km 2 . Both locality populations in both are vulnerable to anthropogenic impact. Informal grazing and land-use changes could have a detrimental impact in the future. For this reason we consider Silene bayburtensis to be "Critically Endangered (CR)", and recommend that the World Conservation Union (IUCN) conservation status of "CR (B1)" be allocated to this species (IUCN, 2001 ).
Distribution and ecology:
Silene bayburtensis was collected in 2 different localities in Bayburt. In these localities, steppe formation is pre-dominant, growing on calcareous rocks. In Bayburt and vicinities, Continental-Mediterranean transition climate is predominant (Akman & Daget, 1971 
Etymology:
The city of Bayburt is in the northeast of Turkey near the Çoruh River and it is a settlement area. The name of the city is given to the plant described here as a species.
Discussion and conclusion
Silene bayburtensis is closely related to Silene pharnaceifolia. It differs from S. pharnaceifolia by its basal leaves linear-oblanceolate to spathulate and inflorescence usually strict compound dichasia to subcapitate. More differentiating characters are given in the Table. Silene pharnaceifolia is distributed in Mersin, Konya, and Adana, and is endemic (Coode & Cullen, 1967) . 
